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The Department of Public Safety’s Arizona Fraudulent 
Identification Task Force shuts down fraudulent I.D. 

Operation in the West Valley 
 
Detectives with the Department of Public Safety’s Arizona Fraudulent 
Identification Task Force (AFIT) served a search warrant at an apartment in the 
West Valley on December 11, 2008.  This action followed a month long 
investigation into a suspect known only as “Daniel”.  AFIT investigators 
determined “Daniel” was selling Arizona ID cards, Social Security cards and 
Department of Homeland Security Permanent Resident Alien cards from that 
residence.  Further, the investigation showed “Daniel” was involved in buying and 
selling vehicles illegally without a dealer’s license. 
 
After entering the apartment, detectives seized and dismantled fraudulent ID 
manufacturing equipment to include three Fargo Persona ID card makers, a printer, 
a scanner, 34 completed fraudulent documents ready for delivery, $5,284 in U.S. 
currency and a stash of Mexican currency that, if exchanged for U.S. currency, 
would net roughly $2,460.  Other items seized from the apartment include 166 
pieces of blank card stock, 250 sheets of Social Security Card blanks along with a 
laminator. 
 
Arrested: Hector Miguel Amateco Abundez, 27, Mexican Citizen  
                Abundez had a valid Passport/Visa 
 
Charges: Possession of a Manufacturing Device 
               Taking the Identity of Another 
               Conducting a Criminal Enterprise 
               Forgery/Trafficking in Stolen Identity 
               Fraudulent Schemes 
 
*photos available on request 


